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Attendance
The school’s tardy and attendance policies will be strictly enforced.  You must be inside the classroom when the tardy bell rings or you are tardy.  If you are more than five minutes (ten minutes 1st period) late without a pass you will receive an unexcused absence/tardy.  If you are coming from a school office or another teacher’s classroom and you know you are going to be late, get a pass.  

Passes
Use the plastic yellow pass to go to the restroom.  This should be done at a time that is least likely to impact your learning and the learning of others in the class.  Examples of inappropriate times to use the restroom include, but are not limited to, during a presentation, when directions are being given, or in the middle of a class activity that requires your participation.  Mr. Klak reserves to right to deny the use of the restroom pass to an individual or the whole class if use of the pass is abused.  “Pass Abuse” would include, but not be limited to, using the pass for purposes other than using the restroom (such as talking on a cell phone in the bathroom or meeting people at a set time in the hallway) or using the pass to leave class every day (or almost every day).
You must ask permission to use the pass if you are going to locations other than the restroom (beyond the teal pod).  Mr. Klak reserves the right to deny use of this pass.
Hats, Coats, Back Packs
School policy does not allow hats, coats, or back packs in the classroom.   Wearing these items fosters an attitude of disrespect for the learning environment and this policy will be strictly enforced.  A student who brings any of these items will be asked to store the item(s) in his/her locker.  If the student is late to class as a result of having to take the aforementioned item(s) to his/her locker, the school’s tardy policy will still be enforced. Mr. Klak reserves the right to take the problem item away from the student if sending the student to his/her locker will reduce the amount of class time that the student has available.  The easy way to avoid problems with this policy is to leave your hats, coats, and back packs in your locker in the first place.  
Cell Phones and Personal Music Players (I-Pods/MP3 players, etc.)

Cell phones and similar devices must be silent, out of sight, and not in use during the class period.  The only exception to this is if Mr. Klak designates their use for a single specific educational purpose in a single class.  In other words, if Mr. Klak gives permission for students to use their phones for a specific task, that permission does not extend beyond that activity on that day.
If students are found using their electronic devices during class then that students’ device will be confiscated and put in “The Box” until the end of the period.   If it happens again, the device will be turned into the Assistant Principal’s Office and can be retrieved at the end of the school day.
Late and missed work

Late work will not be accepted.  If a student is absent on the day an assignment is due then it is due on the day that the student returns to school, provided the absence is excused.  Students who miss assignments and class work due to excused absences will have two days to make up their work for every day that they missed.  It is the student’s responsibility to find out what work he/she missed during an absence.  On occasion a major assignment (such as a large paper) will have a grace period described in its requirements.  If there is not a grace period mentioned when the assignment is given then no grace period will be given.

Food
Food and drinks other than water are not allowed in class. 

Grading
Each marking period is worth 3/7 of the final grade and the final exam will be worth 1/7 of your final trimester grade.  There will be at least two major papers.  Tests and projects will also be worth a large number of points.
Make-up work due to extended absence
Assignments and tests that are missed due to excused absences can be made up.  Mr. Klak will make arrangements with each student to set due dates that are fair and achievable.  Assignments must be made-up prior to the completion of the six week marking period in which they are assigned.

Your Notebook

Students in this course are expected to take notes in class.  Your notebook should contain any notes from class, any assignments or exercises done in class, and any journal writing done inside or outside of class.  This will probably be your most important learning tool in this course.  Mr. Klak may check your notebook on occasion for credit.  There will not necessarily be any warning before this happens so students should have their notebook with them and up to date for every class.
Class materials

You must bring to class with you every day:


A writing utensil (pencil or pen)


Writer’s notebook


Any assigned textbook(s) (unless otherwise notified)


Any handouts and supplementary texts


SSR book

Expectations

Because this is an honors course, students must understand that there are high expectations.  Students will need to establish and maintain good study habits and a serious scholarly attitude in order to succeed in this course.  If a student feels that he/she is not going to be able to achieve success for any reason he/she should notify Mr. Klak and/or his counselor immediately so that a proper placement can be made. 

Class content
· Weekly vocabulary study (120 words / trimester)

· Several works by American Puritan/Rationalists/Romantic writers

· The Scarlet Letter by Nathaniel Hawthorne

· The Crucible by Arthur Miller

· Adventures of Huckleberry Finn by Mark Twain

· October Sky by Homer Hickam
· Of Mice and Men by John Steinbeck

· A Raisin in the Sun by Lorraine Hansberry

· various works from the Harlem Renaissance

· Black Boy by Richard Wright

· a variety of short works related to topics in class

· 
Silent Sustained Reading (approximately 50 minutes of class time per week - minimum of 250 pages each six week period with one book from the list of 200 recommended books for college bound readers each six week period.
· (2) SSR Projects (one oral presentation/ one written or visual project) – one each six week period

· approximately 60 minutes per week of “Brain to Paper” in-class writing
· (2) Formal Essays (can be substantially  revised and re-submitted for a better grade)
· Thursday Night Reflections (semi-bi-weekly online essays)
· Creative Writing Piece – minimum of 2,000 words each trimester
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MPHS Academic Dishonesty Policy


Academic dishonesty is unacceptable at Mt. Pleasant High School.  Academic dishonesty includes but is not limited to plagiarism and cheating.  


Plagiarism is using or representing the information of another individual or source and passing it off as your own.  


Cheating is a violation of the rules established by a teacher for any assignment or test.


Accomplices to academic dishonesty willingly allow others to copy their work or prepare an assignment for another student and allow it to be submitted in the other student’s name.  Accomplices are equally guilty of violating the policy.





Teachers will have the discretion to submit any infraction to an administrator on a disciplinary referral form.  This form will then be filed in the Assistant Principals’ Office and will be available for review by teachers who will be encouraged to check them when writing letters of recommendation and considering students for academic honors.  Teachers have the discretion to give a zero for the assignment or assessment or pursue additional consequences as outlined in the student handbook.








